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nated.    But the diplomatists  had   not  provided for
the case of  both   principalities   electing the  same
person.    This   was   what  now   happened.    When,
in the early days of 1859, tne election of the new
Princes came on, Moldavia chose Colonel Alexander
Couza, and Wallachia followed its example.   Cleverly
and quite unexpectedly the Roumanians had solved
the problem which had baffled the collective wisdom
of Europe.    Just as in  1885 the union of the two
Bulgarias, expressly  prohibited   in   the   Treaty   of
Berlin, was achieved by a popular movement which
placed Alexander of Battenberg over both, so in 1859
the union of the two  Roumanian principalities, so
hotly contested at the Congress of Paris, was quietly
accomplished by the double election of Alexander
Couza.     Roumania   had   attained   her   long-sought
unity.    Austria, just entering upon the Italian war,
had no time to intervene; two years later the Sultan,
at the suggestion of the Powers, gave his formal con-
sent to the arrangement.   Union had been won, inde-
pendence remained   to   be   achieved.    The   united
principalities had received on the 9th of November,
1859, the name of u Roumania," but  their position
towards their suzerain remained the same.    To him
tribute was still paid, from his hands the prince re-
ceived his investiture.

The new u Prince of Roumania/' who styled him-
self Alexander John I., but was invariably known by
his family name of Couza, sprang from an old Mol-
davian family and had served his country, first in the
army and then in the civil service. By his marriage
with a daughter of a distinguished house he became